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8.3 billion people 

will live on earth

GROWING WORLD 

POPULATION

Median age will 

increase by 5 

years to 34 years

AGING 

SOCIETIES

59% of the world's 

population will live 

in cities

INCREASING 

URBANIZATION

SUBTRENDS
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Exports and FDI will 

grow faster than 

GDP

ONGOING

GLOBALIZATION

Their GDP will grow 

by 7.9% p.a.

BRIC: THE NEW 

POWERHOUSES

The Next Eleven 

will grow by 5.9% 

p.a. – Strong 

growth for ASEAN 5

BEYOND BRIC
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Global primary 

energy 

consumption will 

increase 26%

ENERGY

Half the world's 

population will be 

living in areas of 

high water stress

WATER

Some rare metals 

will run out –

Rising food demand

OTHER

COMMODITIES
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World CO2

emissions will 

increase 16%

INCREASING CO2

EMISSIONS

The average global 

temperature will 

rise 0.5-1.5°C

GLOBAL

WARMING

Declining 

biodiversity and 

extreme weather

ECOSYSTEM  

AT RISK
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Technology will 

spread at high 

speed throughout 

the world

TECHNOLOGY

DIFFUSION

Innovations will 

change our lives –

Robotics, Internet 

of things

POWER OF

INNOVATION

Challenged by 

demographics, 

boosted by R&D

THE AGE OF

LIFE SCIENCES
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55% of the people 
worldwide will have 
completed at least 
secondary 
education

KNOW-HOW 

BASE

Differences 
between men and 
women expected to 
narrow

GENDER

GAP

The demand for 
qualified people 
exceeds the supply

WAR FOR

TALENT
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Nations will share 

more responsibility

SHIFT TO GLOBAL 

COOPERATION

Number of NGOs 

will grow 

significantly

GROWING POWER 

OF NGOs

More donations, but 

philosophy of giving 

will change

INCREASING

PHILANTHROPY

SUBTRENDS
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A. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Corporate Actions

Focus on growth regions

Adapt to the 60+ age group

Use cities as trend labs; smart solutions are needed

Focus on foreign markets

Exploit the market potential of the middle class

Apply scenario techniques

Reduce consumption

Reduce dependency

Appeal to consumers

Seize new business opportunities

Reduce CO2 emissions

Manage climate risk

Establish cooperative partnerships & networking 

Watch the latest technology trends 

Think divergently & convergently

Establish efficient knowledge management

Make the working environment attractive to women

Improve your global hiring strategy

Use business opportunities resulting from global cooperation 
Establish an ethical management approach 
Optimize cooperation with the nonprofit sector
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FOR COMMENTS AND FEEDBACK ABOUT THE TREND COMPENDIUM 2030, 

PLEASE CONTACT

Trend_Compendium@rolandberger.com

or

Christian_Krys@de.rolandberger.com

Roland Berger Strategy Consultants GmbH

Mies-van-der-Rohe-Str. 6

80807 München

Germany

Tel: +49 89 9230-0

Fax: +49 89 9230-8202

www.rolandberger.com

CONTACT
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The trends and predictions presented in this compendium are based on publicly available 

sources. We rely on these sources, without independent verification of the information 

presented. All recipients of this material must make their own independent assessment 

of the material, and neither Roland Berger Strategy Consultants nor any of its affiliates, 

partners, officers, employees, agents or advisers shall be liable for any direct, indirect or 

consequential loss or damage suffered by any person as a result of relying on any 

statement in, or alleged omission from, this material. This material is not complete 

without the accompanying discussion.

© 2011 Roland Berger Strategy Consultants

All rights reserved
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